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(From: Fletcher, C. & Matthews, B. (2011) Skills for Study. Cambridge: CUP)
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Read this text on global warming. Below are four attempts to use the ideas in the
text in academic work. Work in pairs. Decide which attempts are plagiarised and
which are acceptable paraphrases. Make notes of the reasons for your decisions.

‘The earth's climate is immensely differences over vast masses and distances
complicated, far beyond our present make it practically impossible for us to make
understanding and the calculating powers of  predictions about long-term climate patterns,
modern computers. Changes in phase from and perhaps make such predictions inherently

ice to water to vapour; cloud formation; impossible.

convection; ocean currents; winds; changes Kenny, A. (2002, June) Preparing for The Big
in the sun; the complicated shapes of the Chill, The Spectator, 289. Retrieved from
land masses; the ability of the oceans to http://www.spectator.co.uk/essays/10104/
absorb carbon dioxide - all of these and a prepare-for-the-big-chill.thtml/

thousand other factors operating with small

1 Kenny (2002) claims that the earth’s climate is too complex and contains too many
variables to allow reasonable predictions about future changes in the earth’s climate to
be made.

2 The earth’s climate is extremely complicated, much beyond our current understanding
and the powers of the latest computers. Variations in phase from ice to water to
vapour; cloud formation; convection; sea currents; winds; changes in the sun; the
complex shapes of the continents; the ability of the oceans to absorb CO, - all of these
and many other factors operating with tiny differences over huge masses and distances
make it almost impossible for us to make predictions about long-term weather
patterns, and perhaps make these predictions inherently impossible (Kenny, 2002).
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It has been argued that due to the extreme complexity of the world’s climate we are
unable to use computers to model its changes. There are so many possible factors such
as currents in the ocean or changes in the sun that predicting future climate patterns is
effectively impossible.
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In attempting to predict future climatic trends there are many variables to consider,
such as the take-up of carbon dioxide by the seas and the effects of ocean currents.
Kenny (2002) argues that the complexity of these, combined with the limitations of
computing power, means that useful predictions cannot be made.
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