
Bananas 
Questions 

Questions 1-6 

Complete the flow chart below.  

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS FROM THE RECORDING for each answer. 

Steps in bringing a banana to market 

 New land is cleared and, when there 

is too much water, 

1................................... ............. 

→ 
A 2.......................................................... 

is built to move the bananas from the 

plantations. 

      ↓ 

The growing bananas are wrapped in 

3.................................................. to 

keep them healthy. 

← Banana plants are grown from “bulbs”. 

        ↓ 

The fruit are 4.................................. 

........ before they ripen. 
→ Strict 5............................................... 

ensures the best bananas are exported. 

      ↓ 

They are treated with ethylene gas in 

6................................................... 
← They are transported in special ships. 

 

 

  

 

  



Questions 7-12 

Match each item on the left with an item in the box. There are two box items that you do 

not need to use. 

  7. the Washington Post   

8. a famous South American 

novelist  

  9. an American university 

10. the International Labour   

Organisation 

11. Human Rights Watch  

12. the New York Times 

 

 A  breaking the law on employment 

B  invention of the term “banana republic” 

C  the killing of many people 

D  workers’ health problems 

E  under-age workers 

F  prevention of workers’ organisations 

G  use of the US military 

H  overthrow of a US president  

 

Questions 13 & 14 

13. The original aim of the Fair Trade movement was to support producers of  
      A   coffee     C   handicrafts  

      B   bananas    D   clothes 

14. Fair Trade ensures that banana workers 
      A   do not work too hard   C   are the biggest players 

      B   are not children   D   earn the same as in multinationals 
 

 


