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Theme 09: Methodology (Secondary) 
Secondary methodology in progress: Pt 1&2 
Below is the beginning of Hazel Warren’s methodology for her project ‘A Comparative Study of the Longevity and Quality of Life of Domestic and Wild Rabbits’

Read and discuss in the light of this week’s PPT’s and reflect on your own drafts.

3 Methodology
3.1 Introduction
A research methodology is the step-by-step process taken by a researcher to achieve a specific aim. The specific aim in question in this research was to analyse the claim that wild rabbits actually live longer lives on average than domesticated rabbits: this is due to the fact that poor diet and a lack of exercise pose more health risks for domestic rabbits than the threat of predators to wild rabbits. The purpose of this methodology chapter is to provide a detailed explanation of the methodology used so that it can be evaluated and, if needed, replicated.
 
3.2 Data Collection Methods
This project was completed using secondary research. The research is primarily qualitative, as a great deal of the focus is analysis of descriptions of rabbits’ quality of life. However, some quantitative data will be used to help prove arguments regarding rabbit lifespan. Sources such as journals, books, websites, and periodicals were used to carry out this research: all sources were collected through approved academic databases. Relevant information was noted and then synthesised from these sources in an attempt to come to new conclusions. On the whole, secondary research proved extremely effective in this project due to the fact that past sources often conflicted with each other without directly addressing these conflicts. This created a gap that could be filled by comparing the different findings. Primary research methods would also have contributed greatly to the overall result, but they would have raised severe difficulties. Tracking the lifespan and lifestyle of various rabbits in a new experiment would have been useful, but time constraints and financial constraints meant that such primary research was not possible. 
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