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Theme 02: Defining the Research Problem
Evaluating Research Questions
1. What is a Research Question?

According to Bryman and Bell (2015:10) a research question:

· Provides a clear statement of what it is the researcher wants to know about
· It must have a question mark (?) at the end of it or it is not a question

· It must be interrogatory (ask a question)

2. Why are Research Questions important?
RQs are crucial because they will:
1. Guide your literature search 

2. Guide your decisions about the kind of research design to employ

3. Guide your decisions about what data to collect and from which groups

4. Guide your analysis of the data

5. Guide the writing up of your data

6. Stop you from moving away from your research topic

7. Provide your readers with a clearer sense of what you are trying to find out in your research 
3. How can you develop your Research Questions? 
Your Research Questions should follow from your Literature Review. They will address the gaps which you have identified in the available literature on your topic. 

4. When will you answer your Research Questions?

You will answer them in the Findings & Discussion section of your Final Project, once you have completed your data collection and analysis. 

5. What makes a good Research Question?
Watch ‘Developing a Research Question’: 

· NKU https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWLYCYeCFak&t=46s  

· Laurier https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1oJNO6PYZe4   
	Checklist Criteria for Evaluating Research Questions
	Check

	The RQs are clear, precise and concise, there are no unnecessary words 
	

	The RQs are relevant to the general topic. Is the topic significant? Does it matter to you and certain groups of people?
	

	The RQs are well-focussed: not too wide, too narrow or too ‘hot’ (sensitive or embarrassing)
	

	The RQs are based on previous research and are attempting to fill a gap or provide new insights into issues raised by previous sources 
	

	The RQs are feasible: 

· Within the time frame?

· With your resources?

· Will it be easy to follow ethical guidelines and find respondents?
	

	The RQs are measurable
	

	The RQ does not include overly strong or simplistic assumptions 
	

	The RQs are connected i.e. they address similar aspects/sub-topics of the general topic
	

	The RQs do not require a binary (yes/no) response or cannot be answered with a simple piece of data, and have enough depth to produce significant research
	

	The RQs use question form and do not include unsuitable pronouns (you, we, I, us etc.)
	


Research Question Evaluation Exercise
Look at the following pairs of Research Questions. Assess which is the more suitable and be prepared to explain why.
1. 

A) How do company recruitment policies affect race relations in the UK? 
B) What is the percentage of non-white managers in the UK private sector?

2. 

A) Why are social networking sites harmful?

B) How are online users experiencing or addressing privacy issues on such social networking sites as MySpace and Facebook?
3. 

A) What are the advantages and disadvantages of the various marketing strategies that small companies and their competitors employ using different kinds of social media to gain popularity among customers and increase sales of their products?

B) How effective are marketing strategies employed by small companies on social media?

4.

A) How does the fast food industry market its low-fat products?

B)  How effective are the various marketing strategies employed by the fast food industry to market low-fat products?
5.

A) Are contented workers more motivated employees?
B) To what extent are contented workers more motivated employees?

6.

A) How is glacial melting affecting penguins in the Arctic Circle?

B) What is the effect on the international environment of global warming?

7.

A) What is the impact of government prevention programmes on the obesity rate of Glasgow schoolchildren?

B) How are primary schools in Glasgow addressing childhood obesity? 

8. 

A) How much time do children between the age of 10 and 15 spend playing video games?
B) What are the effects of video gaming on the attention spans of children between 10 and 15? 

9.

A) What is the public perspective on the government’s new health policy?

B) What is your opinion about the government’s health new policy?
Supplement - Arts & Humanities

10. Philosophy

A) How is the “state of nature” presented in the writings of Thomas Hobbes?

B) To what extent have different interpretations of the “state of nature” influenced ideas of legitimate and effective government?

11. History 

A) What were the main reasons for denying women the right to vote in Britain in the early 20th century?

B) Which British politicians were opposed to granting votes to women in the Representation of the People Act of 1918?

12. Film & TV 

A) Why are films from the Marvel Cinematic Universe better than those from DC?

B) What are the main factors behind the success of Marvel studios films in China?

13. Applied Linguistics 
A) What are the main issues with the internationalisation of Higher Education?

B) What is the understanding of the notion of Academic Integrity among international students in the UK?
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