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Theme 02: Defining the Research Problem
Paraphrasing Practice

[image: image1.png]TASK 1: Paraphrase the following quotes from sources. Use author-prominent citations.  
1. Glasgow University is one of the top 100 universities in the world.    Smith, 2007, p.52
2. Almost 75 per cent of small businesses go bankrupt in the first year.    Black, 2004, p.105
3. There are fears that mobile phone use has several adverse effects on health.  Stevens, 1998, p.39
4. Approximately 25 per cent of the population of Scotland are smokers. Graham, 2005, p.12
5. Although there are three theories, no one knows the exact cause of tornadoes.  Brown, 2004, p.242
6. Because of the high cost of petrol in the UK, fewer people are buying cars. McKay, 2002, p.16
TASK 2: On the next page are four sources. Use them to provide support for the following ideas by paraphrasing or quoting. Remember to cite your sources.
A. A lack of respect for the law among young people is causing problems throughout the United Kingdom. 

B. The government has failed to keep its promise to relieve traffic congestion 

C. Joint ventures are not the same as general partnerships. 

D. There have been significant changes in family structure in the last fifty years 
Sources for TASK 2

A. Almost half the secondary school students in England, Scotland and Wales admit to having broken the law at some time, according to a survey of 11 to 16 year olds published in 2002.

(Sheena Easton, Guardian 8.4.03, p.43)

B. The government has repeatedly pledged to slow traffic growth.  However, it has done little to improve public transport and little to deter motorists.  In fact, there has been a five fold increase in levels of car ownership over the last ten years.

(Bernard Williams, Decongestion, Harvard Press, 2005, p.24)

C. A joint venture is a partnership that has been set up for one specific undertaking.  Upon completion of the undertaking, the joint venture is dissolved.  Unlike a general partnership, the joint venture is not a continuing business.  A typical joint venture might be the purchase of a tract of land by a group of business people for the purpose of subdivision and sale.  Joint ventures are usually of short duration, but this need not necessarily be the case.

(Jay Diamond & Gerald Pintel, ‘Forms of Business Ownership’, O.U.P., 1975, p.179)

D. For years, the condition of the family has produced some of the most agonised debates to be heard in America, The statistics of fragmentation have been simple, compelling and, it seems, irreversible.  The proportion of children born without married parents rose from 18% in 1980 to 33% in 1999.  The share of households made up of two parents and their children – the traditional nuclear family – fell from 45% in 1960 to only 23.5% in 2000, the first time the proportion has dropped below a quarter.

(John Hayward, The Economist 28.7.01, p.50)

For Example: Crime has risen steadily in Glasgow since 1983. Jones, 2006, p.45





Paraphrase 1: According to Jones (2006:45), there has been a gradual increase in crime levels in Glasgow in the past 23 years.


OR


Paraphrase 2: Jones (2006:45) claims that there has been a gradual rise in crime levels in Glasgow in the past 23 years.








