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Theme 02: Defining the Research Problem
Turnitin Similarity

A student uploaded her Research Proposal to TurnitinUK and received a similarity index of 16%. Below is the similarity report generated. 

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS:

1) What is a ‘similarity index’?
2) Is 16% a high similarity index?
3) Why has Turnitin highlighted parts of the text in different colours?
4) Part of the first paragraph has been highlighted – is that an example of plagiarism?
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The Reader's Experience of Humorous Worlds: An Interdiscipinary Approach

My proposed PhD will buld on current research i Stylistics, Cognitive inguistics, Iierary studies,
psychology, and neuroscience to explore the emotional aspect of narrative comprehension. | will ask
*How do humorous novels cue an emotional response in readers?’ which is a question that is very
significant to the curtently growing field of empiical study of literature. The psychological side of
humour has already been the sublect of empirical study, but those findings have not yet been linked to
the psychology of reading complex texts. Such a fusion should have a considerable public impac, as
it emphasises the role of literature in applied psycffblogy (e.g. counseling, education. and community
psychalogy) by suggesting evidence for the claim that reading can have a positive emotional effect on
people. .

The thesis will add a stronger psychological perspective on emation to the theoretical frameworks
already used in my MPhl study. It wil build on my previous research and investigate how readers’
experiences of humorous narrative worlds can have emotional effects. The first and second years of
the PhD will be devoted to text analysis and a literature review of relevant work in psychology and
neuroscience. Cognitive stylistic theories (e.g. text world theory, schema theory), concepts from
cognitive linguistics (e.g. prototypes and conceptual blending), and standard linguistic tools (e.g. syntax
and register analysis) will be used to analyse how writers manipulate our reading habits and
comprehension processes to create what | call Aumorous worlds. The reader's response to those.
‘worlds will be approached theoretically (work on e.g. attention and embodiment, Sanford and Emmott
(in press), Zwaan 2003; identification and empathy, e.g. Burke 2011, Keen 2006; research in the
psychology and neuroscience of humour, e.g. Coulson and Wu 2005). In the second year, additionally.
T will design and carry out protocol analysis (‘think aloud’) studies, where participants will be asked to
describe their experience of samples of narative humour, both in and out of context. The textual,
theoretical and empirical approaches will then be brought together in the final year of the PhD. My
examples will be drawn from both fictional (e.g. Heller, Roth, Pratchett) and non-fictional (e.g. paliical
and medical) narratives written in English and published post-1950.

The University of Glasgow is the most suitable environment for my research in the United Kingdom
due to the links between the English Language subject area and both the School of Psychology and
the Centre for Cognitive Neuroimaging. In the first year of the project, | will undertake the Introduction
to Statistics training and attend a number of Research Methods of Psychological Science lectures to
prepare me for conducting the reader response studies. My prospective supervisor, Dr Catherine.
Emmott, has already combined her wark n literary linguistics with that of psychology and neuroscience
as the director of the AHRC Stylistics, Text Analysis and Cognitive Science Project. Dr Emmott, Dr
Alexander and | are currently working on a chapter for The Routiedge Handbook of Stylistics (2014),
Ehich willinclude material from my own research.

oulson, 8. and Wu, Y.C. (2008) ‘Right Hemisphere Activation of Joke-related Information: An Event-
lated Brain Potential Study.’ Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 17 (3), 494-506.
g:en. S. (2006) A Theory of Narrative Empathy.’ Narrative 14 (3), 2077236L
B e e S et e W ——
Press. 3
Zwaan, RA. (2003) The Immersed Experiencer: Toward an Embodied Theory of Language
Comprehension.’ Psychology of Learning and Motivation 44, 35-62,

Eﬂka M. (2011) Literary Reading. Cognition and Emotion. New York: Routledge;





image2.png
INTERNATIONAL
KAPLAN) iireran




